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RECONCILIATION :  Saturday at 2:30 p.m. & Seasonal Service 

M ARRIAGE :  Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to your 

  wedding.  

BAPTISMS :  Call the Parish Office 

ANOINTING  OF THE SICK /COMMUNION : Call Parish Office 

WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS . Please contact the Parish Office  

CURRENT  PARISHIONERS :  Moving? New email?  

 Contact the Parish Office. 

ST. VINCENT  DE PAUL  - 513-301-6881 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL  
Al Grote, Chairperson, 245-9943 

Ryan Vitolo, Vice-Chairperson, 519-1518 

Valerie Nimeskern, Secretary, 288-3254 

David Eby, Member at Large, 385-7675 

Steve Bissmeyer, Member at Large, 923-2633 

Gene Culman, Member at Large, 385-6669 

Shannon Meyer, Member at Large, 385-6970 

John Stehlin, Member at Large,476-9665 

Kevin Wood, Member at Large, 885-9860 

Heather Smith, Development Commission Rep., 923-2893 

Betty Dirr, , Faith Formation Comm. Rep., 385-3954 

Sharon Bachman, Finance Commission Rep., 385-8267  

Patti Rice, Worship Commission Rep., 385-5410 

Larry Weinheimer, Communications Comm. Rep, 652-2563 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic Parish 
5361 Dry Ridge Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45252 

M ASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday    4:30 pm 

Sunday       8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday & Holyday - See Bulletin 
 

PARISH  OFFICE 
Rev. Timothy S. Kallaher, Pastor 

Deacon Ken Schnur, Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Vincent Lutz 

Amanda Weickert, Director of Religious Education  

Donna Sunderhaus, Business Manager  

Douglas Schmutte, Pastoral Associate for  

     Music/Liturgy  

Rod Dunlap, Director of Youth Ministry  

Tom Cunningham, Plant Manager/Maintenance  

     Supervisor 

Terri Reder, Parish Office Manager 

Michelle Zerhusen, Administrative Assistant  

Monday, December 7 
 

   8:30 AM  Glen Rieman/Elizabeth  

Tuesday,  December 8 
 

   8:30 AM   Glenn Templeman/Doris Norrish 
 

Wednesday,  December 9 
 

   8:30 AM   Special Intention of Gloria Wood/ 

    Colleen & Bob Haun  

Thursday, December 10 
 

   8:30 AM     Julianna Mack/Randy Mack 
 

Friday, December 11 
 

    8:30 AM    Carol Wurzelbacher/Bob & Pat Stites 
 

Saturday, December 12 
 

   4:30 PM   Frank & Alberta Sunderhaus/Frank  

          Sunderhaus 
 

Sunday, December 13 
 

   8:30 AM  For the Parish 

 11:00 AM  Len Dourson/Mr. & Mrs. Carl Frey 
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Saturday, December 12, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers:  A. Threm, AJ Brockhaus, V. Smith 

Lectors:  Elaine Reardon, Karen Brutz 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Dan Middendorf, Annette 

Arszman, Marcia Schmidt, Philip Bissmeyer, Teresa 

Gagnon, Ed Brutz 

Sunday, December 13, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  R. Severt, M. Karwisch, D. Karwisch 

Lectors:  John Stehlin, Chris Dole 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Sandi Kasee, Roger 

Smallwood, Meghan Gabriel, Donna Sunderhaus, 

Carolyn Engel, Bob Engel 

Sunday, December 13, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers: G. Lees, E. Richter, B. Hilgeman 

Lectors:  Kristin Watson, Eileen Molulon 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Matthew Fejer, Andrea Neff, 

Michelle Burke, Taylor Greene, Madeline Lees, 

Michael Hayes, Anamda Naciff, Megan Threm, Terri 

Molony, Tabitha Peters 

LITURGICAL  M INISTERS  

PREPARE TO  HEAR GODɀS WORD  

Readings for December 13, 2015 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 

     After warning against the coming day of 

judgment, the prophet encourages the people to 

rejoice because God is among them and salvation is 

near. 

 

Philippians 4:4-7 

     Paul is in prison because of his work for the Lord 

but concentrates only on his love and concern for the 

Christians in Philippi. 

 

Luke 3:10-18 

     John the Baptist teaches the people how to change 

their lives in preparation for the coming of Christ. 

Monday, December 7 
Mass, 8:30 AM, Chapel 

Monday Marthaôs Group, 9:30 AM 

Adoration, 9:15 AM, Chapel 

Rosary, 7:00 PM, Chapel 
 

Tuesday, December 8 - Immaculate Conception 
All School Mass, 8:30 AM,  Church 

Young Adult Group, 7:00 PM, POMR#2 
 

Wednesday, December  9 

Mass, 8:30 AM, Chapel 

Seniorsô Luncheon, 1:00 PM, Gathering Space 
 

Thursday, December 10 

Mass, 8:30 AM, Church 

Josephôs Group, 9:00 AM, POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 AM, POMR #1 

Thursdayôs Marthaôs Group, 3:30 PM 
 

Friday, December 11 

Mass, 8:30 AM, Chapel 

Naturalization Ceremony, 10:30 AM, Parish Center 
 

Saturday, December 12 

Reconciliation, 2:30 PM, Reconciliation Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 PM 
 

Sunday, December 13 

Mass, 8:30 AM 

SREP, 9:45 AM, Chapel 

Mass, 11:00 AM 

THIS  WEEK IN  OUR PARISH   

There is still great need for volunteer leaders and 

helpers for the childrenôs liturgy during our weekend 

Masses.  The requirement is for one Mass per month 

and can be for the Mass you normally attend.  In 

addition, substitutes are needed to fill in occasionally.  

Please contact Deacon Ken at 385-8010 for more 

information or to sign-up. 

CHILDREN ɀS LITURGY  

Parish Library Spot  
Advent and Christmas with the Saints 

continues our focus on the saints.  

Since the saints have said many 

astonishing things about the 

incarnation, Anthony F. Chiffolo was 

inspired to take one of these thoughts 

and correlates it with a scriptural quotation for each 

day of advent and the Christmas season.    The entry 

for each day concludes with a prayer.   A couple of 

the saints featured are St. Leo the Great and St. 

Anthony of Padua.  CHECK IT OUT!  

*Advent Programs*  
Please note that all Pastoral Area Advent 

Prayer Services are being held on the Tuesdays 

of Advent this year.   
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STEWARDSHIP  OF FINANCE  ARE YOU  AWARE  
BY DONNA  SUNDERHAUS  

ARE YOU AWARE 
that Erin Matson 

Reder ,  a  2003 

graduate, was a four-

time most valuable 

runner and all-Indiana 

Collegiate Athletic 

Conference honoree 

for Hanoverôs cross 

country team? She was 

a three-time academic 

all-American and the 

schoolôs first runner to qualify and compete in the 

National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) III 

national cross country championship. Additionally a 

four year member of Hanoverôs track & field team, 

Reder earned all-conference honors as a sophomore 

and junior. Named the teamôs most valuable runner as 

a senior, Hanover also named her the Collegeôs 

outstanding senior female athlete that same year. Erin 

is the daughter of Jim and Mary Matson and was a full 

time teacher here for many years. We are still blessed 

to have her as one of our auxiliary teachers. 

Congratulations, Erin. Your parish is proud of you!! 

 
 

ARE YOU AWARE that before our new church was 

built we held a haunted house in the basement of the 

old church? It became very popular in this area. We 

made about ten different rooms and each one had a 

theme. I remember being curled up in one of the 

basement window wells and jumped out as people 

walked by. The last few years we asked the local 

schools to each take a room and it worked really well. 

Those of us that do remember, remember many good 

times. 

 

I HAVE LEARNED a friend is someone that sees 

you as you wish you were and likes you as you really 

are. 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

9,983.06 

 

2.75 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Debt Reduction 

All Saints 

All Souls 

Christmas Flowers 

Campaign for Human Dev. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

 

130.00 

280.00 

6.00 

1.00 

460.00 

1,710.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

271,193.73 

267,854.24 

3,339.49 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 290 

3 
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NOVEMBER 22, 2015 COLLECTION REPORT 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

11,442.25 

 

2.50 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

Debt Reduction 

All Saints 

Christmas Flowers 

Campaign for Human Dev. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

2,272.08 

49.00 

5.00 

500.00 

75.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

286,395.41 

280,568.74 

5,826.67 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 256 

3 
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NOVEMBER 29, 2015 COLLECTION REPORT 

Retirement Fund for Religious  
Please support elderly religious.  A parishioner writes, 

ñAs a Catholic school student from grades K - 12, I 

was formed to be the person I am by many religious 

brothers and sisters, and I am forever grateful.ò  Show 

your appreciation for the senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests who made a 

positive difference in so many lives.  Please give 

generously to next weekôs collection for the 

Retirement Fund for Religious.  

Attention Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors  
The schedule for January - March 2016 will be 

prepared shortly.  Please contact Marcia if there are 

any dates during this time you are not available. 

Submit any changes by no later than December 12.  

She can be reach at 741-2808 or at 

marciaschmidt@cinci.rr.com.  

Erin Matson Reder is the first 

person on the left side of the 

photograph. 
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,42("( -ɀ2ɯ-.3$2ɯ 
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE  

I 
n todayôs Gospel from Luke we heard those 

very familiar words that for many of us bring 

out the essence of this season: 

ñJohn went throughout the whole region of the 

Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah: 

 A voice of one crying out in the desert: 

 Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight  

  his paths, 

 And all flesh shall see the salvation  

  of our God. 

Prepare the way of the Lord. During this season 

of joyful expectation we are preparing ourselves, as 

Fr. Tim reminded us last week both for Christôs 

return and for the celebration of his Nativity. 

Today we sang one of the more familiar Advent 

hymns ñOn Jordanôs Bankò. 

John the Baptistôs announcement ñPrepare the 

way of the Lordò is the primary basis for this Advent 

hymn. Verses 1 and 2 apply that message to people 

today. Verse 3 is a confession by Godôs people of 

their need for salvation. Verse 4 is a prayer for 

healing and love and Verse 5 is a doxology. 

Charles Coffin wrote this text in the 17th century. 

He wrote it in Latin for the Paris Breviary, a famous 

Roman Catholic liturgical collection of psalms, 

hymns, and prayers. Latin remained the language of 

scholarship and of the Roman Catholic liturgy in the 

18th century. Working in that tradition, Coffin was an 

accomplished Latin 

scholar and writer of 

poems and hymns. 

T h e  E n g l i s h 

t r ans l a t i on  i s  a 

composite work based 

on a translation by John 

C h a n d l e r ,  w h o 

published it in Hymns of 

the Primitive Church 

(1837). (Chandler 

thought it was a medieval text.) Since 1837 various 

hymnal editors have revised the text to bring the 

translation closer to Coffinôs original. 

Today we sang a more contemporary setting of 

this hymn. The more ñtraditionalò setting is set to 

the hymn tune Winchester New. 

The tune is named for the ancient English city in 

Hampshire noted for its cathedral. 

I hope hearing the words of John the Baptist in 

todayôs Gospel and singing this hymn have further 

helped us to Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Starting this week and continuing throughout 

this coming year, I am going to be adding articles 

which provide us with some thought regarding the 

ñYear of Mercyò which Pope Francis will officially 

open this week. I hope you find these articles both 

helpful and informative. 

Have a great week. 

  

JUBILEE YEAR OF M ERCY 

T 
his Tuesday, the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis will 

open the ñHoly Doorò in Saint Peterôs 

Basilica, symbolically opening the Jubilee 

Year of Mercy. In todayôs scriptures, Baruch 

confidently anticipates Godôs healing of the 

brokenness of humanity, and Paul sees God bringing 

our discernment, knowledge, and love to fulfillment. 

Our experience of life and of ourselves can make 

such prophecies seem wildly optimistic, even 

hopelessly naïve. Pope Francis challenges us to live 

this Jubilee Year as a graced time, when Godôs mercy 

reawakens our enthusiasm to live our baptismal call 

as gospel people, our hope renewed and ourselves 

recommitted to selfless charity. 

Notice that in Lukeôs Gospel today, 

God bypasses the religious elite and 

politically powerful to speak to a 

humble believer in the barren desert 

the saving word that will transform 

history. So Godôs mercy continues 

to accomplish humanityôs salvation 

in and through ordinary, flawed, 

and least likely instrumentsðeven 

us. 
  

ðPeter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

Co., Inc. 

Pope Francis has de-

clared a Holy Year of 

Mercy from the Feast 

of the Immaculate 

Conception, 2015 to 

the Feast of Christ the 

King, 2016. 
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to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

By Amanda Weickert 

 
 During this season of Advent we celebrate the 

beginning of a new liturgical year and prepare our 

hearts and the world for Christôs coming.  This season 

of preparation helps us to recognize Christôs coming 

not only at Christmas but throughout all of our lives.   

       For the past several weeks I have been quoting 

from Pope Francisô apostolic exhortation ñThe Joy of 

the Gospel.ò  In this letter to the Church Pope Francis 

reminds all the faithful that the challenge to live by the 

Gospel is our joy and privilege as Christians.  He 

encourages us to respond to Christôs invitation to ña 

renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christò (p. 3).   

 This weekôs selection from the fourth 

paragraph is particularly appropriate in this season of 

Advent.  Pope Francis highlights the joy and 

expectation of the prophets who eagerly awaited the 

coming of the Messiah, and their hope that the 

Messiah would bring hope, comfort, and renewal to 

his people.   

 We too are the people for whom Christ came.  

We too are remindedðby both the prophets and Pope 

Francisðthat our fulfillment rests in the coming of 

our Messiah.  We too are challenged to participate in 

Godôs work of transformation and joy, and to spread 

this joy of the Gospel to all of creation.   We too are 

called to join with God as a people of celebration even 

in the midst of our tumultuous daily lives.    

 What ways is Christ seeking to become present 

in your life?  How does your life reflect the joy and 

hope of the Gospel?  In what ways can you change to 

better reflect the joy and hope of this season? 

 

       Lord Jesus Christ, joy of our lives 

and pinnacle of creation, bless us this 

Advent season with the vision to see 

ourselves and the world as You wish them to 

be.  Grace us with the courage, patience, 

and perseverance to become transformed in 

You that we may, like Mary, bear you into 

the world.  Amen. 

ñBest Advent Ever - Rediscover Mercyò 

Join Matthew Kelly, Americaôs bestselling 

Catholic author, and other leading Catholic voices of 

our time on a life-changing journey through ñBest 

Advent Ever - Rediscover Mercy.ò  You can sign up 

to receive daily inspirational emails with short videos, 

encouragement, and coaching for Advent.  Go to 

dynamiccatholic.com/bestadventever for more details 

and to sign up. 

 

Office of Christian Formation  

 

The JOY of the GOSPEL 

ñThe books of the Old 

Testament predicted that the joy 

of salvation would abound in 

messianic times. The prophet 

Isaiah exultantly salutes the 

awaited Messiah: ñYou have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its 

joyò (9:3). He exhorts those who dwell on Zion to go 

forth to meet him with song: ñShout aloud and sing for 

joy!ò (12:6). The prophet tells those who have already 

seen him from afar to bring the message to others: 

ñGet you up to a high mountain, O herald of good 

tidings to Zion; lift up your voice with strength, O 

herald of good tidings to Jerusalemò (40:9). All 

creation shares in the joy of salvation: ñSing for joy, O 

heavens, and exult, O earth! Break forth, O mountains, 

into singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, 

and will have compassion on his suffering 

onesò (49:13)é. 

 Perhaps the most exciting invitation is that of 

the prophet Zephaniah, who presents God with his 

people in the midst of a celebration overflowing with 

the joy of salvation. I find it thrilling to reread this 

text: ñThe Lord, your God is in your midst, a warrior 

who gives you the victory; he will rejoice over you 

with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing, as on a day of 

festivalò (3:17). 

 This is the joy which we experience daily, 

amid the little things of life, as a response to the loving 

invitation of God our Father: ñMy child, treat yourself 

well, according to your meansé Do not deprive 

yourself of the dayôs enjoymentò (Sir 14:11, 14). What 

tender paternal love echoes in these words! 
 
 

This is paragraph 4 of Pope Francisô apostolic exhortation 

ñEvangelii Gaudium.ò  Vatican Translation. 
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High School Ministry  
 

It is still not too late to join the a new High School 

ministry program here called CHOSEN. The youth get 

to know one another better, as well as begin to pray 

and think about some difficult life questions. Please 

continue to pray for our high school youth as they 

begin this journey of drawing closer to Christ and 

learning more about themselves. We will meet again 

this Sunday, December 6 at 7pm in the Youth Ministry 

room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior High School Ministry  
 

Just a reminder to all our Eighth Grade students that 

the next Confirmation Prep meeting will be held on 

Thursday, December 10 at 7:00 PM in the Gathering 

Space.  We continue to ask all our parishioners to pray 

for these students as they prepare for this Sacrament. 

 

Young Adult Ministry  

 
This past Tuesday, our young adults gathered for an 

evening of Gospel reflection, awesome conversation, 

and fellowship afterwards. If you are interested in 

joining our Young Adult Group here at St. Johnôs, 

please contact Rod Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org.  

SCHOOL  NEWS  

Naturalization Ceremony  
St. John the Baptist School will be hosting the 

Naturalization Ceremony on December 11, 2015 at 

10:30 AM in the Parish Center.  Come and join our 

school as we watch this memorable event where these 

individuals become citizens.  Everyone is invited to 

witness this important event for our newly naturalized 

citizens.  Many school children will be watching and 

participating in this ceremony. 

Science Fair 2016 Judges Still Needed! 
St. John the Baptist Schoolôs Junior High Science 

Fair will be held on Thursday, February 4, 2016.  

Many science fair judges are still needed to judge the 

studentsô projects.  If you are interested in judging 

our Science Fair and are available during the day on 

Thursday, February 4, 2016 contact Mrs. Smith at 

6 9 9 - 6 9 6 0  e x t .  2 3 1  o r  a t 

chsmith@stjohnsdrschool.org. 

7th and 8th Grade Poinsettia Sale  
Poinsettias must be picked up in St. Johnôs Gathering 

Space this Friday, December 4, between the hours of 

3:00 to 6:00 pm.  

Pick up extra gift cards for St. Nick.  We have $5 

Panera and $5 Starbucks in stock for a limited 

time.  We also have $5 Frischôs and $5 Red 

Squirrel.  Donôt forget to show our appreciation to 

the people who give you great service all year ï hair 

dresser, mail carrier, bus driver, baby sitter, teacher, 

coach, scout leaderé Do you own a business, have 

employees you want to reward?  Please consider 

purchasing Shopping Cent$ gift cards.  Meijer, 

Walmart, Honey Baked Ham (special order), 

restaurantsé  Call the hotline (699-6960 ext. 240) 

and we can help you with your budget.  Want to 

know how to reload current cards or order e-

cards?  Sign up for ScripNow and PrestoPay ï 

instructions are on the school website 

www.stjohnsdrschool.org under the Parent Info 

page.  All profits from Shopping Cent$ help to 

offset St. Johnôs tuition increases.  Supporting 

Shopping Cent$ supports our school families! 

SHOPPING  CENTS 

mailto:chsmith@stjohnsdrschool.org
http://www.stjohnsdrschool.org/
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ST. JOHNɀS SENIORS 

National Night of Prayer  

Tuesday, December 8th, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. Our Lady of 

the Holy Spirit Center, in partnership with Cincinnati 

Right to Life and 40 Days for Life, will 

commemorate the 26th annual National Night of 

Prayer for Lifeðunited prayer for the worldôs 

consecration to Christ and the end of abortion. The 

hours of prayer coincide with the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception; Our Lady of Guadalupeôs 

appearance to Juan Diego; plus the beginning of Pope 

Francisô declared Year of Mercy. All are welcome to 

participate in Eucharistic Adoration and all or part of 

the guided prayers and devotions in the Sorrowful 

Mother Chapel of the Center; come and go as 

convenient. (anne@olhsc.org, 513/351-9800 x302). 

AREA INFORMATION  

STEWARDSHIP  

FOOD  PANTRY  NEWS 

2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ2ÌÕÐÖÙÚ 

Celebrating the  

 Ɂ2ÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ)Öàɂ 
 

December 9 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Gathering Space 

 

This yearôs entertainment 

 

In Harmony 
 

Lunch will be provided 

 

Please donôt forget your ñWhite 

Elephantò gift and mittens or gloves for 

the children of St. Francis School. 

An Advent Day of Reflection & 

Reconciliation  

Ɂ1ÌÑÖÐÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯ ÓÞÈàÚȵɯ ÎÈÐÕɯ(ɯ

2Èàɯ1ÌÑÖÐÊÌȵɂ 
 

December 12, 2015 

9:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. ï Arrupe Building 

Cost: $35 

Presenter: Al Cucchetti 
 

 Advent is a precious time of preparation and 

waiting for the coming of the Lord.  The Jesuit 

Spiritual Center at Milford offers an Advent Day of 

Reflection and Reconciliation. Our Advent mission is 

to provide a day of prayer, quiet reflection and an 

opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in a 

place of hospitality and welcome. 

 The day begins with a light breakfast at 9:00 

am.  Lunch is provided and the day ends with Mass at 

4:00 pm. 

 All are welcome and invited as we rejoice in 

the Spirit of the Season. To register, please call (513) 

2 4 8 - 3 5 0 0  e x t .  1 0 ,  e- m a i l 

reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com or visit our 

website: www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com 

Pastoral Area Christmas Project  
This weekend, December 5 & 6, all wrapped gifts 

and dinners are to be returned.  In the event you 

forgot, please drop off at the Parish Office by no 

later than Tuesday, December 8. 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
 

ñAnd this is my prayer: that your love may increase 

ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of 

perception, to discern what is of valueéò 

 --Philippians 1:9-10 
 

Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship 

values and distort our needs and wants.  It is 

important that during this season of endless buying 

we remember that each of us also has the need to 

give back to God and to those that are in need. 

mailto:anne@olhsc.org
mailto:reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com
http://www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com
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St. John the Baptistõs Church 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ (ÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ 4ÈÉÓ 7ÅÅË  

Adven t  2015  

Monday, December 7:  9:15 a.m.ð8:00 p.m. Exposition 

          7:00 p.m. ð Rosary 
 

Tuesday, December 8:  8:30 a.m. Mass for Immaculate Conception 

          (Holy Day of Obligation) 

     Noon Mass at St. John Neumann 

     7:00 p.m. Mass at Corpus Christi 
      

Saturday: December 12:  2:30 p.m. ReconciliationðReconciliation  

           Chapel 

Reflection on This Sundayõs Opening Prayer 
 

Collect: 
 

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your 
Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. Who livesé 
 

Reflection: 
 

     This is the season to be watchful and alert as we òmake hasteó to meet the Son of God. As John preached at the 
River Jordan, we must prepare the way. This requires that we avoid distraction and stay on course. How hard that is 
to do in a secular season that fills our desire with temptations of worldly gifts. As the Prayer after Communion this 
day suggests, we must òjudge wisely things on earthó and òhold firm to the things of heaven.ó We need to focus on 
what lies ahead, seeking òheavenly wisdom,ó and running toward the goal of the heavenly dwelling. 
     In his instruction on prayer, Jesus taught his disciples to pray, òthy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.ó During this season, if we can remain focused on the goals of the kingdom, perhaps our secular lives 
can be transformed. Paul wrote to the Philippians, òI continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of Godõs 
upward calling, in Jesus Christ.ó If we can transform this earthly kingdom to a place that prepares the way of the 
Lord, we will be prepared for the prize of meeting Christ in the heavenly kingdom. 
 

Prayer: 
 

Lord, we seek the prize of your heavenly calling. We pray that you will help us to transcend the distractions and 
temptations that keep us from being focused on the ways of your kingdom. Strengthen us and enlighten our minds in 
your ways so that we may gain our place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

ñ-Karen L. Podd 
Chairperson, Buffalo Diocesan Liturgical Commission 

Diocese of Buffalo 
 

 
Excerpt from The Roman Missal, Third Edition © 2010, ICEL. Reprinted with approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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Are you interested in  

movies, books, audios with  

a Catholic content?  

Have you been looking in vain?  

Well, we have the answer for you!  

Any Questions:  Contact Deacon Ken at 385-8010 

We are pleased to announce the release of 

F O R M E D 
 

Formed is a collection of Catholic content: full - length movies, instruc-

tion pieces (about marriage, family, Church, maturing, etc.), audios, 

and books from Lighthouse. The list of programs is large and it is con-
tinually growing.  

   

There is something for everyone in the house!  
 

 ñThis is not only an excellent source of entertainment, but valuable and 

useful information as wellò ð Deacon Ken Schnur  

Best of all, FORMED is  

FREE 
Thanks to the Archdiocese and 

the parish, there are no fees to 

join or to watch or read. Simply 

click and you have a full library 

at your finger tips.  

How do I sign up?  

1)  Go to Formed.org  

2)  Find ñDoes your parish already have 

FORMED?ò 

3)  Enter the access code for St. Johnôs: 

ZCME4D. This will take you to the page 

to set up your profile. Enter the infor-

mation and password and you are set 

to go!  


